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Avoidable losses: electrocution of three juvenile Northern Bald Ibises and
one parent in Upper Austria, municipality of Tarsdorf

Never before has the breeding season of the Northern Bald Ibis colony in Burghausen in Bavaria
been as successful as this year. A total of 23 fledglings fledged in seven nests, an average of
3.3 fledglings per nest. This indicates an excellent habitat for this endangered migratory bird
species and is an important success for the European LIFE project to reintroduce a Northern
Bald Ibis population. This project is being implemented by ten partners under the leadership of
Schonbrunn Zoo.

However, as in previous years, a significant part of the success was again tragically ruined.
Three young birds and the male parent bird were found dead under a power pole in the
municipality of Tarsdorf by project worker Corinna Esterer: Yesterday | was still watching these
families foraging. | had already noticed this unsecured dead-end tower, because these types of
pylons are particularly dangerous. And today I find the four dead birds under this very pole, all with
burns and internal bleeding. It is a shocking and deeply frustrating sight!

The project team was alerted early on Sunday morning, July 23, when the GPS transmitter of
the parent bird signalled the death of the animal. The young birds do not yet carry transmitters.
Therefore, it only became obvious on site that three young birds were also affected.

Since a large part of the birds in this Northern Bald Ibis population has been equipped with GPS
transmitters for many years, the causes of death in the Northern Bald Ibises are well known.
Johannes Fritz, manager of the LIFE project: Electrocution on unsecured medium-voltage pylons
causes around 45% of deaths among the Northern Bald Ibises, it is by far the most common cause
of death. And for numerous other species of large birds, these power-poles are a similarly great
threat. We have been pointing out these man-made death traps for years.

Already in 2018, five Northern Bald Ibises perished on an unsecured power pole in the
municipality of Hochburg-Ach, only six kilometres away from the current accident site. The
power supplier concerned, Netz Oberdsterreich GmbH, immediately secured the power pole and
subsequently also retrofitted other power poles in the Hochburg-Ach municipality. The securing
of further high-risk power poles in Upper Austria, Salzburg and Carinthia is planned as part of
the ongoing LIFE project.
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Johannes Fritz: Within the framework of the project, together with the power supplier, we can only
secure high-risk power-poles in the close vicinity of the breeding areas. However, the current
tragic case in Tarsdorf shows very clearly that the Northern Bald Ibises and many other bird
species can only be adequately protected by large-scale, comprehensive retrofitting of power
poles. In view of the current massive threat to our biodiversity, there is an urgent need for action.

The deadly danger to large birds from unsecured power poles can be easily avoided by
technical measures such as covers or insulation of the power lines. In Germany, medium-
voltage power poles have been secured by the power supplier throughout the country in recent
years on the basis of a legal regulation. The effectiveness of these measures is particularly
evident at the Burghausen breeding colony. While on the Bavarian side there have been no
losses due to electrocution for years, there are massive losses over the Salzach on the Upper
Austrian side year after year, as in the current case.

Johannes Fritz: Electricity deaths are avoidable! We call on the political decision-makers to create
the legal framework for nationwide and effective measures against electricity deaths in Austria as
well. It is also very regrettable that in Switzerland a draft law to this effect was recently postponed
at the instigation of the power supplier.



